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our nation’s economy—I encourage my 
colleagues to join me in support of this 
bill to repeal this unnecessary and bur-
densome general revenue tax. 

f 

SEQUENTIAL REFERRAL 

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to have printed in 
the RECORD my letter to Senator LOTT 
dated May 8, 2000. 

There being no objection, the letter 
was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

U.S. SENATE, 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 

Washington, DC, May 8, 2000. 
Hon. TRENT LOTT, 
Majority Leader, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. LEADER: Pursuant to section 3(b) 
of S. Res. 400 of the 94th Congress, I request 
that S. 2507, the Intelligence Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2001, which was reported 
out on May 4 by the Select Committee on In-
telligence, be sequentially referred to the 
Committee on Armed Services for a period 
not to exceed thirty days. 

With kind regards, I am 
Sincerely, 

JOHN WARNER, 
Chairman. 

f 

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE 

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the 
close of business yesterday, Tuesday, 
June 13, 2000, the Federal debt stood at 
$5,651,368,584,663.04 (Five trillion, six 
hundred fifty-one billion, three hun-
dred sixty-eight million, five hundred 
eighty-four thousand, six hundred 
sixty-three dollars and four cents). 

Five years ago, June 13, 1995, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $4,903,284,000,000 
(Four trillion, nine hundred three bil-
lion, two hundred eighty-four million). 

Ten years ago, June 13, 1990, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $3,120,867,000,000 
(Three trillion, one hundred twenty bil-
lion, eight hundred sixty-seven mil-
lion). 

Fifteen years ago, June 13, 1985, the 
Federal debt stood at $1,766,874,000,000 
(One trillion, seven hundred sixty-six 
billion, eight hundred seventy-four 
million). 

Twenty-five years ago, June 13, 1975, 
the Federal debt stood at 
$528,036,000,000 (Five hundred twenty- 
eight billion, thirty-six million) which 
reflects a debt increase of more than $5 
trillion—$5,123,332,584,663.04 (Five tril-
lion, one hundred twenty-three billion, 
three hundred thirty-two million, five 
hundred eighty-four thousand, six hun-
dred sixty-three dollars and four cents) 
during the past 25 years. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIN VILHELM 
HANSEN (1917–2000) 

∑ Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I 
submit for the RECORD the following, 
written by Marshall H. Cohen, photo-
journalist, and honorary life-member 

of the Association of Tall Ship, The 
Danmark, June, 2000. 

Captain Vilhelm Hansen passed away at 
age 82 on May 3, 2000. Captain Hansen was 
master of the training ship the Danmark for 
twenty-two years from 1964 until his retire-
ment in 1986. He was not only a legendary 
captain and educator, training thousands of 
Danish men and women for maritime ca-
reers, but also a familiar, and well-liked am-
bassador of good will to the United States 
with his ready wit, his unparalleled knowl-
edge of seamanship, and his unbending 
strong character. Whenever the Danmark an-
chored in various East Coast ports, thou-
sands of Americans, including members of 
the U.S. Congress, have been welcomed on 
board this beautiful full-rigged ship. 

Captain Hansen received many honors and 
awards here in the United States. He has 
been presented with the keys to many U.S. 
cities, among them, Baltimore. He received 
the Danish-American Society’s ‘‘Man of the 
Year’’ award in New York City in 1987, and 
this year (June 8, 2000) Captain Hansen post-
humously received the National Maritime 
Historical Society Walter Cronkite Award 
for Excellence in Maritime Education in a 
ceremony in Miami, Florida. 

The Danmark has played a significant role 
in the maritime history of the United States. 
In 1939, the Danmark was on a routine train-
ing mission to the United States when the 
Second World War began. The Captain at 
that time, Knud Hansen, was informed that 
Germany had invaded Denmark, and con-
sequently, the Danmark remained in the 
United States for the duration of the war. 
The Danmark was based in New London, Con-
necticut, and served as a training ship for 
U.S. sailors. 

The First Officer of the Danmark during 
the war was Knud Langevad, and he was in 
charge of training more than 5,000 U.S. ca-
dets. He also convinced U.S. authorities of 
the value of learning basic seamanship on a 
tall ship, and following the war the U.S. 
Coast Guard purchased its well-known tall 
ship the U.S. Eagle, to replace the Danmark. 

Reflecting this special kinship between the 
two ships, the Danmark sails as the first for-
eign ship behind the Eagle in official Tall 
Ship Parades. It will be so honored again in 
June and July, 2000 during the millennium 
voyage of tall ships along the East Coast, 
from Miami to Boston. 

On July 4, 1986 the Danmark was honored 
with the number two position sailing behind 
the Eagle during the Parade of Tall Ships 
celebrating the 100th birthday of the Statue 
of Liberty. It was Captain Hansen’s final 
voyage as master of the Danmark prior to his 
retirement that year. Captain Vilhelm Han-
sen, in his white uniform and gold braided 
cap, steered his 253 foot ship into the South 
Street Seaport, New York City, for the last 
time. He barked his final commands to the 
officers, switched off the auxiliary engine, 
and ended his distinguished career during 
this memorable event in American history.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT 
GENERAL BLOUNT 

∑ Mr. L. CHAFEE. Mr. President, I 
would like to take a moment to pay 
tribute to a Rhode Island hero. 

Mr. President, Lieutenant General 
John Bruce Blount was just given an 
Honorary Doctorate Degree from his 
alma mater, the University of Rhode 
Island. A former star athlete, a deco-
rated war hero of two wars, Korea and 
Vietnam, and a man who helped end 
the Army-McCarthy hearings of the 

1950s, Rhode Islanders were happy to 
welcome him home. 

The Providence Journal ran this arti-
cle, ‘‘Hometown Hero Blount to be 
Honored at URI Graduation,’’ about 
him. 

Mr. President, I ask that the text of 
the article be inserted in the RECORD. 

The article follows: 
[From the Providence Journal] 

HOMETOWN HERO BLOUNT TO BE HONORED AT 
URI GRADUATION 

(By David Henley) 
KINGSTON—A favorite son will be returning 

soon. 
A decorated hero of two wars, a former star 

athlete who set the still-standing high 
school basketball record for points scored in 
a game over half a century ago and a man 
who helped end the Army-McCarthy hearings 
of the 1950s, Lt. Gen. John Bruce Blount will 
return to the University of Rhode Island in a 
few weeks to pick up his latest recognition. 
Blount will be one of four recipients of hon-
orary doctorate degrees from his alma mater 
at the school’s 114th commencement May 20. 

‘‘I’m 50 years away from Kingston, but this 
is a real thrill,’’ Blount said Monday from 
his home in Columbia, S.C. ‘‘My whole fam-
ily is coming in, from Carolina, Florida, De-
troit. I’ve always maintained my connec-
tions back home, and I knew people were 
trying to do this, but I guess the planets 
were just in the right alignment.’’ 

Blount, known as Bruce, is something of a 
local legend, both at the university and at 
South Kingstown High school, where he was 
a student when he scored his record-setting 
66 points. The team then played at the St. 
Francis Parish Hall on High Street; the 
games lasted only 32 minutes and there were 
no three-point shots then. 

His military career has been written about 
many times. As the only URI alumnus to 
achieve the rank of three-star general, 
Blount’s service in Korea and Vietnam 
earned him dozens of medals and decora-
tions, including the Silver Star, the Bronze 
Star, the Korean Chung Mu Distinguished 
Service Medal and a Purple Heart when he 
was injured in combat on Korea’s Old Baldy. 

Blount became nationally famous when he 
stood his ground under questioning at the 
McCarthy hearings, earning praise even from 
Sen. Joseph McCarthy himself, and later pro-
duced photographic evidence discrediting the 
senator by proving he had doctored evidence. 

But to many of his own generation, and to 
his elders, he is probably best remembered as 
just a kid with a basketball under one arm 
hitchhiking back and forth between Peace 
Dale and Kingston. 

Blount’s family first moved into South 
County during the Depression, according to 
his brother Frank, a retired schoolteacher 
living on Great Island. The boys’ father, Jo-
seph Blount, an insurance salesman from Il-
linois who had met his Rhode Island bride 
while both served in the Navy in World War 
I, came to the area looking for work, which 
he found in local restaurants. Eventually Joe 
Blount opened Joe’s Diner in Peace Dale, 
where Patsy’s Package Store is now, and a 
second restaurant next to the Wakefield 
Diner on Main Street. But Loretta Blount 
had bigger plans for her children. 

‘‘My mother knew she wanted her children 
to go to college, so she moved us out of 
Peace Dale and out to Kingston, just to be 
near the campus, when I was about 7,’’ Bruce 
Blount said. ‘‘She financed the house by 
renting rooms out to college kids. When I fi-
nally started at the university myself, I was 
the only kid who actually was farther away 
from campus in my frat house than I was at 
home.’’ 
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